
ICELAND
Surveying the Geological Wonders of Iceland 
with National Earth Science Teachers Association

July 6-14, 2017

The land of fire and ice, Iceland is an earth scientist’s 
dream, abundant with majestic waterfalls, active volcanoes, 
expansive lakes, winding rivers, massive glaciers, and vast 
mountainous and uninhabited terrain. A land of arctic desert, 
towering mountains, hot springs, erupting volcanoes, and 
midnight sun, our itinerary includes opportunities to study a 
number of topics, including plate tectonics, volcanic systems, 
rock formation, geological history, glaciation, deposition, 
geothermal power, hydrology, natural history, carbon 
sequestering, Viking history, human geography, environmental 
science, and conservation in this 9-day immersive experience.
CEUs or Graduate Credits are Available

•	 Study Iceland’s dramatic and varied geology 
including towering waterfalls, bursting 
geysers, massive glaciers, and volcanoes.

•	 Visit local power plants to gain an 
understanding of thermal energy production.

•	 Examine the social and environmental 
impact of volcanic eruptions and other 
environmental events.

•	 Stand on the rift of the European and North 
American tectonic plates at Þingvellir.

•	 Visit one of Iceland’s most well-known 
cascades, Gullfoss waterfall.

•	 Explore the process of carbon sequestering 
with the CarbFix Project.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

holbrooktravel.com | 800-451-7111 | travel@holbrooktravel.com

ABOUT NESTA
The Earth is our home. National Earth Science Teachers Association 
(NESTA) believes that to teach our planet, one needs to know our 
planet. NESTA supports international professional development as 
it unites teachers with all aspects of our home planet so they can in 
turn connect and engage their students with the Earth.
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JULY 11 - ÞÓRSMÖRK 
Spend the day in the beautiful surroundings of Þórsmörk Valley 
hiking in the area with caves, mountains with stunning views, 
and a guided hike to the beautiful gorge. Overnight at Volcano 
Huts. (BLD)

JULY 12 - REYKJAVÍK  
Today drive along the south shore, where your first stop will 
be at Skógafoss waterfall, 200 feet high and counted among 
the most breathtaking sights in the country. En route, stop 
for the chance to see the Reynisfjara black sand beach. Later 
pass Sólheimajökull, a glacier tongue about 5 miles long and 
7.5 miles wide, coming from the southwest of the glacier 
Mýrdalsjökull. Here you’ll get to try out a glacier walk 
with all glacier gear provided. Our last stop will be at the 
Eyjafjallajökull visitor center. Here you will watch a film about 
the Eyjafjallajökull eruption in 2010 and the global impact of 
volcanic eruptive cycles. Overnight at Fosshotel Lind or similar. 
(BLD)

JULY 13 - REYKJAVÍK  
This morning transfer to Stykkishólmur for a visit to the 
Haraldur Sigurdsson’s volcano museum and the CarbFix Project, 
a NESTA partnership. The CarbFix project has been a part of 
the power plant for some years and is currently capturing and 
injecting about 25% CO2 of volcanic origin otherwise emitted 
to the atmosphere. The CO2 is turned into rock within the 
subsurface within just one to two years. Explore the CarbFix 
capture processes and injection system for a question-and-answer 
session. Later return to Reykjavík for overnight. Overnight at 
Fosshotel Lind or similar. (BD)

JULY 14 - FAREWELL!
Enjoy free time this morning before transferring to the airport 
for your flight home. (B)

JULY 6 - DEPART U.S.
Depart the U.S. on your overnight flight to Iceland.

JULY 7 - VATNSHOLT
Upon arrival at the airport you will be met by your guide and 
hit the ground running. After breakfast, begin with a stop at 
the Blue Lagoon and Orkuverið Jörðin, Power Plant Earth. 
Following, you will span continents as you step onto the Mid-
Atlantic Ridge, the boundary of the North American and the 
Eurasian tectonic plate margins. Continue with explorations of 
pillow lavas that were extruded when this part of the Reykjanes 
Peninsula was submerged in the late Pleistocene. Visit the 
cliffs by Reykjanes lighthouse with breathtaking views across 
the North Atlantic and to Eldey Island, the island of fire that 
emerged from the ocean in the most recent sub-oceanic eruption 
in the area. Then continue further to the Krísuvík geothermal 
field. Overnight at Guesthouse Vatnsholt. (D)

JULY 8 - VATNSHOLT  
Begin the day with a visit to the famous natural sites of 
Þingvellir, Geysir and Gullfoss. Þingvellir is one of the most 
interesting historical and geological places in Iceland, and here 
you will witness the rift of the European and North American 
tectonic plates. Visit Friðheimar farm, where you will learn how 
geothermal energy is used for greenhouse heating and observe a 
horse show with genetically pure Icelandic horses. After lunch at 
the greenhouse continue to Geysir, located in Haukadalur. It is 
the most famous spouting hot spring in the world and the origin 
of the international word “geyser.” Geysir’s bowl stretches 60 
feet across and when it erupted regularly would spout to heights 
of up to 200 feet. Today it does not erupt without human 
intervention, but a nearby hot spring, Strokkur, spouts about 
every 10 minutes. Your day ends with a visit to Gullfoss, in the 
Hvítá River, Iceland’s most famous waterfall, long regarded as 
one of the most beautiful in the world. Overnight at Guesthouse 
Vatnsholt. (BLD)

JULY 9 - VATNSHOLT 
Morning hike in the Reykjadalur Valley where you will have the 
chance to relax in a warm river flowing down the valley. Next 
visit Hellisheiði geothermal power plant for an exhibition on 
geothermal energy utilization, followed by a visit to a nearby 
lava cave. Overnight at Guesthouse Vatnsholt. (BLD)

JULY 10 - ÞÓRSMÖRK 
Today is marked with cultural exchange offering optional 
activities: a game of soccer golf or a hike to Reykjadalur 
(some activities at additional cost). In the afternoon, visit the 
Saga Museum in Hvolsvöllur and learn about the interesting 
historical figures and events that took place in the area. On the 
way to Þórsmörk Glacier Valley, you will drive through the Saga 
areas. Þórsmörk is a unique wooded valley that lies sheltered 
between two glaciers, Mýrdalsjökull and Eyjafjallajökull. It is 
a place of extraordinary natural beauty and stunning contrasts 
of gentle woodlands and rugged glaciers. In the valley you will 
enjoy moderate hikes and arrive in the afternoon at a remote 
and cozy mountain hut where you will spend the night. Meals 
are made by the guide in cooperation with the group. Overnight 
at Volcano Huts. (BLD)

ALL-INCLUSIVE LAND PRICING

$3,450 (based on minimum group size of 18 and double 
occupancy)

Land price includes accommodations, meals, and activities as 
mentioned in the itinerary, in-country transportation, and local 
guides. Does not include international airfare, gratuities, or 
items of a personal nature. 
*Single supplement/discounts for triple occupancy are also 
available.
*Estimated international air cost: $825 
(Please call for confirmed gateways of travel.)

A $200 per person deposit and enrollment form are required by 
March 8, 2017 to secure your space on the trip. This deposit is 
refundable excluding a $100 cancellation fee until April 2, 2017, 
at which point non-refundable final payment is due. Travel/
trip cancellation insurance is strongly recommended. For more 
information visit travelinsured.com or call Travel Insured at 800-
243-3174. Holbrook Travel’s agency number is 15849.

THE FINE PRINT

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ENROLL: 
Contact Sandy Doss at sandydoss@holbrooktravel.com or 206-604-5715 (cell)  |  Visit holbrook.travel/nesta-ic17

BLD = BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER

ITINERARY


